ABSTRACT. A method for calculating the fundamental group of a knot is given. This method can be used to obtain group presentations with fewer generators and relators than other methods.
I. INTRODUCTION.
In most recent books on knot theory, the fundamental group of a knot is determined by the Wirtinger method. For alternating knots of n crossings, this method gives us a group with n generators and n relations. For non-alternating knots it is only slightly more economical. If one wants a simpler presentation, one then must make some algebraic observations and substitutions to reduce the presentation. In this paper, we describe a method for determining the fundamental group of a knot which can give us far fewer generators and relations than the Wirtinger method. The The above method shows that in general a knot which unravels because of n breaks at undercrossings has a presentation with n generators and n relations.
It is a simple matter to go through a knot 
